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oaths which may not be repeated here, he bade them forth-
with bring his sword. Then, when the tumult waxed fiercer,
and the Canons strove to free their Subprior from the hands
of this violent oppressor, the Archbishop tore with his own
hands that precious cope wherein the Subprior was clad, and
tore away the clasp (which men call morse in the vulgar
tongue), which was trodden under foot and lost in that
tumultuous crowd, though it was precious with silver and
gems: nay, and the cope itself, of most costly workmanship,
was trodden and torn, to its irremediable damage. Yet
even thus the Archbishop's fury was not turned away; for,
thrusting the holy man violently from him, and driving him
backwards, he so furiously crushed the Subprior's aged body
against the arm-rest that divided two stalls, as to shake his
bones to the very marrow, and to bruise his heart within
him. The rest, seeing such immoderate wrath in the Arch-
bishop, hardly tore their half-dead Subprior from the brink
of destruction, driving his oppressor back. Then, as the
Archbishop fell backwards, his vestments fell apart and his
coat of mail was clearly seen by many men, who shuddered
to see an Archbishop in armour; whereupon many augured
that he was come not to visit and to correct faults, but rather
to stir up bloody strife. Meanwhile the Archbishop's unruly
Provencal attendants fell truculently upon the rest of the
Canons, unwarlike, unarmed and unprepared as they were;
and not only the Archbishop himself, but also some of these
attendants at his bidding, maltreated many of the holy men,
smiting them, tearing their vestments, overthrowing them
and treading them down. The Canons therefore, foul with
braises and blood; maltreated, dishevelled and torn, came
to the Bishop of London, with grievous complaints and tears
at this detestable deed
The Bishop advised them to complain to the King, who, however,
sided with the Archbishop, though the Londoners nearly broke into
open riot against the Archbishop.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